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Weren't  we  remarking  recently  that  midwinter  is  just  about  the  ideal  time 
for  inside  jobs,  those  little  jobs  that  v/e  usually  put  off  doing -at  other  seasons? 
I've  just  had  a  letter  from  a  lady  who  agrees  with  us,  who  says  February  is  alwqys 
her  month  for  fixing  up  her  home,   so  she'll  be  ready  to  welcome  spring  without 
a  care  on  her  mind. 

Guess  what  this  housekeeper  has  chosen  for  her  chief  home  improvement  for 
February  1935  —  fixing  up  a  laundry  for  herself.     She  writes:   "Fifteen  years  of 
doing  my  big  weekly  washing  in  the  kitchen  will  make  me  appreciate  a  convenient 
room  planned  just  to  care  for  the  family  wash.     Of  course,  I'd  like  my  new 
laundry  to  be  perfect,  so  I'm  writing  for  advice  on  the  best  finish  for  walls 
and  floor. " 


"'ell,  I  don't  know  how  y_ou  feel  about  laundry  walls,  but  personally  I'd 
say  first  thing  that  they  ought  to  be  light  and  cheerful,  helpful  to  the  eyes 
and  the  spirit.     Seems  to  me  a  bright  attractive  laundry  could  do  a  good  deal 
toward  preventing  the  blue  Mondays  many  people  talk  about.     Then,  light  colored 
walls  make  for  efficiency,  too,  because  they  let  you  see  your  work  comfortably. 
How  about  cream  color  or  soft  yellow  walls,   or,  for  a  laundry  on  the  south 
iff  •'.'est  side  of  the  house  how  about  light  apple  green?    A  good  grade  of  oil  paint 
for  the  walls  with  enameled  woodwork  is  an  inexpensive  finish  and  is  sanitary 
and  washable.    More  than  this,  dampness  won  't  hurt  it,  and  you  can  have  it  in 
any  color  you  choose.    Wall  paper,  even  the  so-called  washable  kind,  isn't 
entirely  satisfactory  in  a  steamy  room  like  a  laundry  because  eventually  the 
moisture  may  loosen  it  from  the  wall. 

So  much  for  walls.     Row  what  to  have  underfoot  in  the  laundry?  The 
experts  say  that  the  qualities  of  a  good  laundry  floor  are  about  the  same  as 
those  for  a  good  kitchen  floor.     They  hold  that  the  floor  should  be  easy  to 
walk  on  —  not  so  hard  that  it's  tiresome  to  your  feet;  that  it  should  also  be 
sasy  to  clean  and  resistant  to  moisture;  and  that  it  should  not  become  dangerously 
slippery  when  wet. 

What  about  a  concrete  floor,   then?      Concrete  has  its  advantages    and  dis- 
advantages like  most  other  material.     It's  a  relatively  inexpensive  floor  material 
it  resists  moisture;  and  it  isn't  slippery  when  wet.     But  it  i_s  hard  to  stand  on. 
However,  many  housekeepers  get  around  this  difficulty  by  using  a  movable  wooden 
platform  to  stand  on,  or  a  rubber  mat.    You  can  paint  concrete  to  make  it  more 
attractive  and  easier  to  clean. 


Another  possible  material  is  linoleum.     This  material  needs  to  be  cemented 
down  to  the  floor  securely;  otherwise  moisture  will  probably  get  under  it  and 
cause  it  to  warp  and  crack.     The  heavier  grades  of  linoleum  last  much  longer 
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than  the  thinner,  cheaper  grades  and  usually  prove  to  be  less  expensive  in  the 
end.    Linoleum  is  easy  to  clean  and  easy  on  the  feet.     But  it  is  slippery  when 
wet.    If  your  laundry  is  in  the  "basement,   this  material  probably  isn't  a  good 
choice.    Used  over  even  a  gooc  cement  floor,   thj  moisture  that  gets  in  from  the 
ground  may  cause  it  to  decompile  underneath. 

'That  about  wood  for  a  i  vondry  floor?  It's  inexpen  ive  and  not  too  hard 
a  surface  for  the  feet.  But  moisture  is  hard  on  it  and  it's  difficult  to  clean 
tell  unless  it  has  a  good  protective  covering. 

Finally,   there's  tile.     Tile  is  attractive  and  water  resistant.     But  it 
V  more  than  the  other  flooring  material s ,   j  s  hard  to  stand  on,  and  hard  to 
keep  clean  if  much  used. 

There.     As  I   said,  most  floor  materials  have  both  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages for  a  laundry.    You  really  have  to  v.eigh  them  againot  each  other  and 
decide  which  suits  your  need  best. 

The  next  letter  I  have  on  my  mind  comes  from  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas.  A 
good  housekeeper  there  has  written  us  two  quentions.     She  wants  to  know,  first, 
how  to  take  care  of  leather  upholstery  in  furniture,  and,   second,  how  to  launder 
feather  pillows. 

Jirst,   about  looking  after  leather.     The  experts  tell  me  that  leather 
on  furniture,  and  on  luggage,  and  even  in  many  shoes  lasts  longer  and  looks 

r  if  you  rub  it  now  and   :hen  with  prepared  polish  or  with  castor  oil  or 
petroleum  jelly.     If  I  understand  the  principal  correctly,  I'd  say  it  was  about 
the  same  as  putting  cold  cream  o  i  your  ..'ace.     You  apply  oil  to  leather  to  make 
up  for  the  natural  oil  which  has  gradually  dried  out  of  it.     Rub  the  oil  in 
•ell.    You  might  massage  it  in  a  little  with  your  fingers  to  keep  the  leather 
soft.    Then  remove  the  excess  oil  carefully.     A  film  of  oil  left  on  a  chair 
darkens  the  leather  and  attracts  dust.    What's   rorse,  it  may  go  hard  on  the 
clothes  of  the  next  fellow  who  sits  in  the  chair. 

The  experts  have  given  me  a  few  don'ts  about  leatht     to  pass  along  to  you. 
They  say,  "Don't  ever  let  leather  get  very  wet  or  very  hot."    Heat  dries  out 
leather  and  makes  it  harsh  and  easy  to  scuff  or  crack.     Dampness  stains  and 
hardens  it  and  often  gets  it  out  of  shape. 

Now  that  question  about  laundering  feather  pillows.     Here's  a  job  that's 
an  exception  to  the  rule  that  February  is  the  month  for  odd  jobs.     The  ideal 
day  for  washing  pillows  is  a  clear,  warm,   sun  y,  and  windy  day,  because  it's 
-ost  important  that  pillows  dry  raoidly  and  thoroughly.     So  I'd  wait  to  launder 
pillov/s  until  some  w_rm  day  in  soring.     You  can  wash  pillows  by  hand;  but  if  you 
have,  a  washing  machine,  so  much  the  better.     Y'u  can  wash  pillows  without 
Moving  the  feathers,  but  a  more  satisfactory  aethod  is  to  transfer  the  feathers 
to  a  nruslin  bag  two  or  three  tiir.es  as  large  a-,  the  ticking  cover.     Then  the  suds 
■M  the  water  and  the  air  can  reach  the..  easiT'y.     To  transfer  the  feathers, 
riP  open  one  end  of  the  ticking  pillow-cover,   then  sew  it  to  the  opening  of  the 

slin  bag.    Now  just  shake  the  feathers  from  one  to  the  other.    Now  riu  out  the 
stitching  and  close  the  muslin  bag.    Now  shake  this  bag  of  feathers  in  thick, 
°oderately  hot  sugs  or  run  it  in  suds  in  your  washing  machine  ten  or  fifteen 
Minutes.    Rinse  twice  in  moderately  hot  rinse  water.     Squeeze  the  pi!! low,  shake 
,    °ut,  and  then  lay  it  on  a  -.heet  out  in  the  sun  and  air,   turning  and  shaking 
-   as  it  dries  to  fluff  up  and  redistribute  the  feathers.     '.Then  you  have  washed 
^d  dried  the  ticking  cover  and  when  tne  feathers  are  thoroughly  dry,  shake  them 
rom  the  bag  back  into  the  ticking. 


